
Report on the 4th EURO Summer School on Behavioral OR 

The fourth EURO Summer School on Behavioral OR took place on September 16-20 at the 
Faculty of Business, Economics and Statistics at the University of Vienna. In total, 36 students 
from 16 countries participated in the summer school, a detailed list is provided in the appendix. 
Most participants were PhD students, but there were also some Master and advanced Bachelor 
students, as well as professors. A credit of five ECTS points was awarded upon successful 
completion of the summer school. 
The course program of the summer school consisted of four modules covering various aspect of 
behavioral OR. The topics and lecturers of the modules were: 

• Behavioral Decision Making (Rudolf Vetschera, University of Vienna, Austria)

• Decision Neuroscience (Adiel Almeida, Federal University of Pernambuco, Brazil)

• Stakeholder involvement and Large Groups (Judith Lienert, EAWAG Zürich, Switzerland=

• Group facilitation (Alberto Franco, University of Bristol, UK  and Etienne Rouwette,
Radboud University, Netherlands)

Each module consisted of one to three class units. In addition to these modules, Raimo Hämäläinen 
(Aalto University, Finland) gave a plenary lecture on “Doing Research and Publishing in BOR”. 
The detailed program of the Summer School can be found at https://bor.univie.ac.at/summer-school-
program/. 
Participants in the summer school had to present their own current research either in the form of a 
“Lightning Talk” or as a poster during a poster session. 18 students selected to give a lightning talk, 
the other 18 presented a poster. Students also had the opportunity to sign up for a fifteen minute 
one-to-one mentoring session with one of the lecturers to discuss their research. 14 students signed 
up, additional students then spontaneously came to free time slots of the mentoring sessions. 

https://bor.univie.ac.at/summer-school-program/
https://bor.univie.ac.at/summer-school-program/


Apart from the transfer of scientific knowledge, an important objective of EURO summer schools is 
to provide a basis for networking of future researchers. The scientific program of the summer 
school was therefore accompanied by a social program that provided ample opportunities for 
networking between participants and also with the lecturers. The social program included a 
welcome reception after the opening ceremony on Monday Sept 16, a farewell meeting at the end of 
the summer school and a conference dinner on Sept 19. In addition, a walking tour through the 
historic center of Vienna was offered after the plenary talk on Tuesday afternoon. The tour ended at 
the House of Music, and interactive museum about music, entrance to the museum was included. 
The summer school provided various types of support for the participants. Apart from free 
participation in the social events and coffee breaks, all participants received a public transport 
transport ticket for Vienna. Furthermore, since students had to be registered as students of the 
University of Vienna to receive ECTS points, and by law all students registered at Austrian 
universities must become members of the Austrian Student Association (Österreichische 
Hochschülerschaft), the summer school covered the required membership fee. Students also 
received financial support for accommodation based on actual invoices to the amount of one third 
of their actual costs, with a minimum of 120 and a maximum, of 200 Euro per person. The 
University of Vienna also provided grants to seven students from low income countries by covering 
their registration fee. 
Overall, students were very satisfied with the summer school, as can be concluded by some 
comments sent after the summer school: 
“It was a pleasure to be part of the summer school. I had the opportunity to gain valuable insights 
and connect with amazing researchers and professors. I am truly grateful for this experience!” 
“The summer school was a wonderful experience! The learning was insightful, the social 
interactions were enriching, and the hospitality was excellent. I truly appreciate all the efforts that 
went into making it a success.” 
“The summer school was an enriching experience, and was an inspiration for my future studies. 
Also, I found the lectures very useful, and I learned a lot especially during the lighting talks and 
poster sessions.” 
“I particularly liked the combination of theory and practical application. This was very helpful for 
experiencing the very factors that we are going to include in our experimental setups.” 
  



Appendix: Participants in the Summer School by country of their current academic affiliation 
 
Country Participants 
Austria 2 
Brazil 5 
China 2 
France 2 
Germany 5 
India 1 
Italy 5 
Luxembourg 1 
Netherlands 5 
Norway 2 
Serbia 1 
Slovenia 1 
Spain 1 
Switzerland 1 
Turkey 1 
UK 1 
 
 


